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Physical needs 
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Centred 

Curriculum 

Learning for Life: Oak Lodge Curriculum Aims  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Oak Lodge School is dedicated to 
provide a curriculum that effectively 
delivers personalised programmes to 
support both academic achievement 
and holistic personal growth. Emotional 
structure and routine is important to our 
students and we seek to provide the 
appropriate level of 'scaffolding' to 
support individuals in their learning. 
 Practical and active learning beyond the 
classroom is essential to all our students 
and a key aspect of our curriculum. 
The curriculum is  delivered through 
themes (Key Stage 3 – Middle School) 
and whole school themes (Key Stage 3, 
Key Stage 4 and Post 16). Themes are 
mapped and planned accross the 
curriculum to ensure consistency and 
to prevent repetition, unless it is a 
planned repetition. 
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Formal and Semi-Formal Curriculum at Oak Lodge School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
+ Elham’s  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Formal 

Curriclum

Semi-Formal

Curriculum 

If a student cannot learn the way we teach, we should teach the way they learn. 
We want our students to engage, explore, enjoy and succeed in their learning.  Students are supported to gain the appropriate  knowledge 
and skills to prepare them for their future through a formal and semi-formal curriculum.  The Oak Lodge formal and semi-formal curriculum 
recognises the range of abilities for our students and is designed to meet their needs through a personalised learning approach. It enables all 
students to take part in activities that are engaging, meaningful and provide relevant and challenging goals. Our teaching approaches reflect the 
age and learning style of the individual student. 

 

• In Middle School (Key Stage 3), students are supported to develop their skills through set themes for each term. 

• In Upper School (Key Stage 4), students build on the foundation skills developed in Middle School and work towards GCSE, Entry Level or 
ASDAN accreditation depending on individual needs.   

• In Post-16 students continue to build on their skills. They will be working towards ASDAN, Entry and / or Adult Functional Skills 
accreditation. An increased focus on transferrable skills and functional application is embedded within the Post 16 curriculum. 
 

Formal and Semi-Formal Curriculum Table  

Formal Curriculum 
From Equals & National Curriculum Schemes of Work  

Semi-Formal Curriculum 
From Equals Schemes of Work 

English, Maths, Science, PSHE,ICT 
PE 

Food Techonology & Design and Technology 
Music 

Topic (Georgraphy & History) 
Creative Arts (Art, Dance, Drama, Media) 

Cultures 
Options (Key Stage  & Post-16) 

World of Work (Post-16) 

My Communication 
My Art 

My Dance  
My Independence  

My Music 
My Play and Leisure  

My Thinking and Problem Solving  
The World Around Me 
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Play at Oak Lodge School  
Throughout the curriculum, opportunities for students to play are encouraged and planned so as to allow for the rich and 
meaningful learning that can occur at such times. Play provides a context for students to access the content curriculum by 
allowing them to explore their interests and in supporting skill development, enables the consolidation of learning, as well 
as being critical to developing communication, social and problem-solving skills.  
In line with identifying the importance of play, sensory play serves significant and overlapping purposes:  
 

 
 
 
 

• A wide range of highly motivating sensory activities are used to facilitate the
development of student’s functional communication, particularly the ability to
make spontaneous requests through fun and motivating interactive sessions

Sensory Communication  

• Sensory experiences are offered to students throughout all areas of the           
curriculum to engage students in their learning, and to develop student’s ability to 
attend to teacher led sessions, both in groups and individual intensive sessions

Sensory Engagement

• Sensory stimuli can have a significant effect on regulation of emotional state. 
Students are encouraged to develop and manage their own sensory diets to help 
maintain an optimum level of arousal 

Sensory Regulation 

‘The value of play cannot be emphasised enough’. 
Department for Children, Education & Lifelong Learning and Skills, Welsh Assembly. 
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Spritiral, Moral, Social & Cultural Development at Oak Lodge School  
 
Spiritual, moral, social and cultural education permeates through the school’s curriculum and is personalised to meet the individual needs of 
our students. Students are supported to explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning about oneself, 
others and the surrounding world; use imagination and creativity; reflect. All students are given a voice to communicate and to make choices 
about the things that are important to them. Our curriculum and cultural themes aspire to provide encounters and participation in events and 
celebrations to broaden all students’ experiences and awareness of others.  
 

Celebrations Beliefs, mine and others 
How and why should we care for 

the world? 
Students will explore:  

• How and why celebrations are important?  

• What do we celebrate  

• How do we celebrate? 

• Birthdays  

• Celebration of Achievement  

• Births  

• Festivals / Religion 

• Personal celebrations  

• Celebrating our families / relationships  

• Celebrating interests 

• What clothes do we wear for different 
occasions  

Students will explore:  

• Cultural beliefs (food and traditions) 

• Feelings, thoughts and experiences and 
how these are similar and different to 
other people 

• Special interests (theirs and others)  

• Diversity in our communities 

• Respect, rights and responsibilities 

• Important buildings such as those of 
particular faiths and those that mean the 
most to them.  

 

Students will explore: 

• Understanding how positive actions can 
make a positive difference.  

• Role models in their own lives and people 
they inspire to.  

• How inspirational people and key events 
in the history have made changes.  

• To respect our community (smaller and 
wider scale) & the physical environment.  

• How different communities differ in 
different parts of the world.  

• Ways in which local communities can be 
supported (community focus projects).  

 

Throughout the academic year, students will be engaged through further whole school themes. These themes will be used as a direct focus 
throughout all areas of the curriculum. All themes will incorporate a final whole school celebration. The themes for this academic year are: 

 
Autumn Term: Living with Elephants 

Spring Term: Carnival 
Summer Term: To be confirmed based on student vote 
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Science Curriculum for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 

Animals including Humans 
(Biology) 

Sound and Hearing 
(Physics)  

Everyday Materials 
(Chemistry)  

• Caring for pets 

• Human lifecycle 

• Parts of the body (including skeleton and 
muscles) 

• Heart, circulatory system, blood vessels and 
blood  

• Digestive system 

• Teeth 

• Nutrition and healthy living including the 
impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle 

• 5 senses 
 
Investigation  

• Bring your pet to school day  

• Blind smell testing 

• What can you digest - long term ‘home 
learning’ investigation (i.e. what happens to 
corn?)  

• Identifying and grouping animals with and 
without skeletons and observing and 
comparing their movement; exploring ideas 
about what would happen if humans did not 
have skeletons. 

• Effect of exercise on heart rate 

• Exploring how sound is made 

• Changing sounds 

• The sense of hearing 

• Observe and name sounds 

• Pitch and volume 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Investigation 

• Patterns in sound and sound insulation (ear 
defenders) 

• Water orchestra 

 

• Identify and name materials 

• Describe physical properties 

• Compare and group 

• Find out how to change the shape of solids 

• Compare how things move on different 
surfaces  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Investigation 

• What is the best material for….?  

• Which material makes the car go furthest? 

• Den building 

 

Seasonal Changes 
(Biology) 

Identify the seasons 
Identify changes 

Observe weather patterns and how day length varies 
Investigation: 

Light/temperature changes 
Weather station 
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Forces and Magnets 
(Physics)  

States of Matter 
(Physics) 

Plants 
(Biology) 

 

• Forces and Magnets  

• Attraction and repulsion  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Investigation:  

• Magnetic materials, magnets reacting towards 
each other 

 

• Solids, liquids and gases 

• Heating and cooling 

• Water cycle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Investigation: 

• Making ice cream 

• Ice, water, steam 

 

 

• Name a common range of plants and trees 

• Classifications and keys  

• Life cycle of plants and seed dispersal 

• Requirements for life and growth  

• Parts of a plant  

• Identify and describe the basic structure of 
a variety of flowering plants 

• Seeds, bulbs, growth and health 

• Water transport in plants   
Investigation:  

• Conditions for growth 

• Flowering plant autopsy on different plants 
to see similarities and differences 

• Impact of growing location 

• Do seeds need soil?  

• Why do some plants grow in some places 
and not others? 
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14-19 Accreditations  
14-19 Accreditations  

Maths  GCSE  Mathematics AQA (8300) 
KS4 AQA Entry Level Certificate in Maths (5930) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills  Adult Curriculum (09862,09863,09864) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills  Adult Curriculum ( 09865, 09866) 
ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) 

GCSE  
Entry  level 1-3  
Entry  level 1-3  
Level1-2 
Within Entry Level 1 

English GCSE English  
KS4 OCR Entry Level Certificate in English (R393) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills Adult Curriculum (09495, 09496,09497) 
P16 OCR Functional Skills Adult Curriculum (09498, 09499) 
ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) 

GCSE 
Entry  Level 1-3  
Entry  Level 1-3  
Level 1-2 
Within Entry Level 1 

Life skills  ASDAN Personal Progress  ( Award, Certificate) 
ASDAN Personal and Social Development (PSD) ( Award, Certificate) 

Within Entry Level  1 
Entry Level 1-3 and Level 1-2 

Employability  P16 ASDAN Employability  Entry Level 2-3 

Science  KS4 OCR Entry Level Certificate Science (R483) Entry Level 1 -3 

PE OCR  Entry Level Certificate Physical Education  (R463) Entry Level 1 -3 

Drama  
 

Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts (6320, 6321, 6322,6323) 

Entry Level 2-3 

Music Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts (6340,6343) 

Entry Level2-3 

Media  and 
photography 

OCR Entry Level Certificate in Art and Design- Lens and Light-Based Media 
(R303) 

Entry Level 1-3 

Design and 
Technology  

Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative, Media and 
Performance Arts – Making a product (6221)   

Entry Level 2-3 

 
A range of vocational accreditations are offered through our options .Curriculum and accreditation pathways are tailored 

to the individual needs of our students; therefore timeframes for courses may differ for students. Although there is an 
outline of qualifications and accreditation for students in KS4 and Post 16, there is the flexibility for students to continue 

with their KS4 accreditation when they are in Post 16. 
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ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) and Personal and Social Development 
(PSD) Qualifications 

ASDAN (Award Scheme Development and Accreditation Network) is an awarding organisation providing flexible and engaging 
programmes and qualifications that help young people develop skills for learning, work and life. The ASDAN qualifications set out 
below are externally assessed through a portfolio of evidence. 
The ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) Entry Level Qualifications have been developed so that the learner working between P Levels 1-8 
and Entry 1 have their achievements recognised within a qualification framework. The Personal Progress qualifications span a wide 
range of achievement from the ability to encounter experiences to the ability to apply basic skills, knowledge and understanding to 
a range of familiar experiences. Students studying Personal Progress can progress within the qualification working towards an 
Award, a Certificate or Diploma; expanding their knowledge and skills through the broad range of Life skills, Maths and English 
related units. When students’ knowledge and understanding has advanced beyond Personal Progress, they can progress onto the 
Personal and Social Development Qualification. This progression can occur at any appropriate time during the course, there is no 
requirement to complete a PP diploma before moving on to PSD.  
 

The ASDAN Personal and Social Development qualifications are available at 5 levels: Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, and Level 1 and 2. 
Students can develop their skills within a level, working towards an Award and then Certificate qualification, or progress to the next 
Entry level of learning. Different learners will have different starting points; the individual needs of the students will determine their 
rate of progress towards key objectives and successful completion of the qualification. There is no requirement for students to 
complete a full Certificate at one level before being able to progress onto the next. Students will move to the next level when it is 
evident through moderation and assessment that they have mastered and can apply the skills learned at their current level of work.  
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PSHE/PSD

Rights  &  
Responsibilities.

Self advocacy 

&               
student voice  

Personal 
Safety in the 
Home and 

Community 

Dealing with 
probems in 

daily life 

Preparation 
for Work  and 

Careers

Community 
Living Skills 

and Managing 
own Money 

Working 
Towards Goals

Working as           
part of a group 

Relationship 
Education 

British Values 
&

SMSC

Technology in 
the home and 

Community 

E-Safety 

Making the 
Most of 

Leisure Time

Heathy Living  
& 

Environmental 
Awareness

Emotional 
Regulation 
and well-

being (Zones 
of Regulation)

14-19 ASDAN Personal Progress (PP) and Personal and Social 
Development (PSD) Curriculum  
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14-19 ASDAN Personal and Social Development (PSD) and Personal 
Progress (PP) Curriculum 
ASDAN Unit Autumn term 
PP:     Being Healthy 
PSD:  Healthy Living   
 

This unit will encourage students to explore what is meant by a ‘healthy lifestyle’ and to think about ways in 
which they can contribute to a healthy lifestyle .Students are encouraged to engage in activities with 
appropriate guidance and in familiar context. Students will be supported to reflect if and how the activities 
have made a difference to them.   

PP:    Dealing with problems  
PSD: Dealing with problems in daily life  
 
 

This unit introduces students to the concept of problem solving in a familiar surrounding and help them to 
develop a systematic approach to tackling, simple, problems in their daily lives. With appropriate support and 
in familiar contexts, students will be learning how to recognise a straightforward problem, how to follow a 
given procedure to tackle the problem and how to ask for advice or support if needed. Students will be 
encouraged to reflect; judge whether or not the problem has been solved and review their progress towards 
solving the problem. Personalised goals will be set with the form tutor and informed by the planned outcomes 
on the student’s EHCP or SCERTS planning grid.     

ASDAN Unit Spring Term 
PP:     Everybody matters    
PSD : Rights and Responsibilities  
 

The objective of this unit is to raise students’ awareness of their rights and responsibilities as an individual. 
They will be learning about a range of situations in which they have rights and responsibilities and what this 
means for them as an individual and in their relationships with other people in familiar situations. With 
guidance, they will be learning about sources of support and information about rights and responsibilities. 

PP:   Learning to learn 
PSD: Working towards goals  

Students will be learning about developing their skills as independent learners. Students do this by agreeing 
and working through action steps that will help them achieve a personal learning goal. Students will set goals 
with their form tutor. Personalised goals will be set with the form tutor and informed by the planned 
outcomes on the student’s EHCP or SCERTS planning grid.    

ASDAN Unit Summer Term 
PP:    Caring for the Environment  
PSD:  Environmental Awareness 

Through this unit, students will be supported to develop their understanding of the environmental issues that 
affect them. Students will be learning about of the impact of their own and other people’s actions on the 
environment and to think about how they can help the environment. They will be encouraged to engage in 
activities to help improve the environment in their local area. 

PP :   Developing Self Awareness         
PSD:  Developing Self 

This unit supports students to reflect on their own personal development and being engaged in activities to 
help them improve their personal skills, qualities and abilities. Students do so by working through action steps 
that will help them to achieve an agreed target for their self-development. A personal target is set with the 
form tutor and is informed by the planned outcomes on the student’s EHCP or SCERTS planning grid. This unit 
seeks to motivate candidates and improve their confidence by providing a focus for recognising achievements. 
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ASDAN Units  Autumn , Spring and Summer Term 
PP:    Engaging in new creative activities  / 
          Participating in sporting activities 
PSD: Making the Most of Leisure Time 
 

In Post 16, students will be learning about a range of leisure activities and encouraged to think about their 
preferences for what they want to do in their leisure time. Students are supported to work towards learning 
to review their experiences and communicate their opinions. This unit is embedded within our sports and 
music lessons.  

PP:    Developing Independent Living Skills:     
          Keeping safe 
PSD: Personal safety in the home and    
         Community 
  

Students are supported to develop their awareness of potential risks at home and when travelling around. 
Students will be learning about safe practices when carrying out household activities and when out and about 
in the community. In Post 16, this unit is embedded within the cooking lessons and our shopping and cafe 
lessons. 

PP:   Understanding what money is used  
         for 
PSD: Managing Own Money  
 

Students are introduced to the basic elements of managing their personal finances, including engaging them 
in planning a personal budget and carrying out transactions capably. This unit is very much embedded within 
the shopping lessons.  

PP:    Developing Skills for the Workplace   
PSD: Preparation for Work 
 

In KS4, aspects of this module are embedded within the options. Students will be learning about personal 
skills and qualities and develop an understanding that skills needed may be different for different tasks, 
activities and jobs.  
In Post 16 this unit is embedded within options, world of work workshops and work experience. We work 
together with the Support for Schools Adviser from the department of work and Pensions, who delivers work 
related skills workshops for our Post 16 students. We are also are involved with  a government initiative called 
‘The Right Place’, who work with us to try and secure  work experience placements for a number of our 
students  

PP:   Using interpersonal skills to 
contribute to positive relationships  
PSD: Managing Social Relationships 
 
 
 

This unit is about supporting our students to interact and communicate with others in appropriate ways in 
familiar social situations. Students will explore a range of, familiar and formal, situation in which they may 
need to interact with others. Students will learn about the importance of expressing their opinions and views 
and how this can help them. They will be learning that different people have different views and about the 
importance of respecting the views and opinions of others.   
 

  

Zones of Regulation & Social thinking The Zones of regulation is a curriculum aiming to foster self regulation and emotional control.   The 
curriculum’s learning activities are designed to help students recognise when they are in different states 
called “zones” with each of the four zones represented by a different colour. In activities, students learn how 
to use strategies or tools to stay in a zone or move from one to another. Students explore calming techniques, 
cognitive strategies and sensory supports so they will all have a toolbox of methods to move between the 
zones.  



Oak Lodge Curriculum 2019-2020 13 

Upper School (KS4) 
Physical Education   

Traditional Therapeutic 
Hockey 

Badminton  
Volleyball 

Hockey  
Athletics 

Tennis 
Swiss ball 

Boccia 
Pilates 

Personal Fitness 
Kurling 

Trampolining 

OCR Entry Level Physical Education.  Students will learn about applying and practising skills and techniques to practical activities:  

• The importance of being physically active 

• The benefits of positive attitudes through understanding the conventions of fair play, competition and good sporting behaviour  

• Analysing  and improve their own or others performance; identifying strengths and weaknesses and suggesting how performance may be improved  

• Participating  in safe practice through understanding rules and procedures of practical activities 
•  

ASDAN Personal Progress Qualification.  Students will learn about: 

• Participating safely  in sporting activities 

• Accepting the support of others and following basic safety rules 

• Identifying and selecting  appropriate clothing and footwear to suit different sporting activities  

Music   
Welshboard Entry Pathways Qualifications in Creative. Media and Performance Arts. Students will learn about: 
 ‘Ensemble Music Performance ‘ ; learning how to  sing or play short, simple pieces as part of an ensemble and /or ‘Solo Music Performance’; learning how 
to sing or play and perform a short, simple solo piece. Students will learn about appraising their performance by identifying what they were good at and 
which skills / areas they would like to develop further. 
ASDAN Personal Progress Qualification.  Students will learn about the above activities through the ASDAN PP unit: engaging in new Creative activities.   

Cooking  
In the weekly cooking sessions, focus is very much on developing skills for everyday life, independence and work. We aim for our students to be able to 
transfer their skills and prepare a simple snack at home.  Students study units from ASDAN Personal Progress or ASDAN Personal and Social Development.  
Upper school Option group students run a cafe once weekly for the school community. Students are involved in creating the menu, doing the shopping, 
preparing the snacks, handling money and customer services.  

Autumn Term Spring term Summer Term 

Students are learning about Health and Safety in the 
kitchen: 

• Using utensils, equipment, working with others.  

• Using the right utensils/ cutting boards  for the 
task and the reasons why 

• Making sandwich snacks in different ways:  
sandwich, wraps, and tortillas. 

Students are learning about Being Healthy: 

• Following simple healthy routines                
( washing hands, wearing an apron, 
making balanced meals and snacks) and 
the reasons why  

• Making and baking  healthy snacks  

In the summer term students will build on their 
skills learned this year. They will learn to prepare 
a wider range of snacks and drinks and make 
balanced suggestions and choices. Students will 
be learning to evaluate and communicate their 
thoughts on the food they have prepared, the 
skills they have learned and their preferences.   
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Upper School (KS4) English and Maths Qualifications 
 

English and Maths in Upper School is differentiated depending on the needs of the students and particular emphasis is 
placed on students using and applying their mathematical skills and knowledge to make choices and decisions. 
  
Assessments for learning are completed at the beginning of each academic year for every student. In Upper school, 
English and Maths is taught in sets; three set English classes and two set maths classes a week. English and Maths are 
firmly embedded in all other areas of the curriculum.  
 

Students in Upper school study the English OCR Entry Level Qualification or English through ASDAN Personal Progress. 
They study the Maths AQA Entry Level Qualification or Maths through ASDAN Personal Progress.  The English and Maths 
Entry Level qualifications are taught over 2 years. Students are supported to further develop their skills through both a 
formal and semi-formal English and Maths curriculum. Class Maths and English focus on applying and transferring skills 
learned in the set classes using games, problem solving and design. Learning is linked to everyday skills, personal interests 
within familiar contexts, and is linked to the term’s themes.   

• AQA Maths Entry Level Qualification is broken down, taught and assessed in 8 separate components.  

• OCR English Entry Level Qualification assessments identify three broad levels of support which the teachers can 
offer from High Level, substantial support, to Low level, minimal support.  The level of support required may impact 
to some extent on the maximum mark which can be awarded and will reflect the Entry Level outcome (e.g. 
achieving an Entry 1, Entry 2 or Entry 3)    
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 English and Maths Termly Topics  

The whole school topics are embedded within the Entry Level and ASDAN Personal and Social Development & Personal 
Progress curriculum These topics provide students with a range of opportunities to apply and transfer the skills they have 
learned, and are still learning, in a creative, fun and meaningful way. Learning will be differentiated to ensure the needs of 
all students are met, learning is challenged at the appropriate level and linked to the course the students are studying. 
 
 

 

English Topics 
Literacy for Creating an Interest Literacy for Sharing Information Literacy for Leisure and for the Future 

• Students will create personal booklets, 
linked to their special interests, likes and 
dislikes.  

• Students will learn and experience about 
sharing their own special interests with 
their peers, focusing on informative 
writing skills. 

• Students will learn about creating an 
interest through different mediums (such 
as on the radio, TV, theatre, media, 
adverts)  

 

• Students will learn about and experience 
the sharing of information through letter 
writing and postcards (linked to the 
different themes and special interests) 

• Students will learn about sharing 
information about past events with others 
(communication in everyday life, initiating 
interactions with others, creating media 
broadcasts. 

• Students will learn about collecting and 
using information including surveys of 
opinions 

• Students will reflect on their personal 
booklets from the autumn term, 
supporting with the transition for the new 
academic year 

• Students will learn about using local signs 
for leisure purposes (understanding 
following instructions in different settings, 
creating a journey using planning skills).  

• Exploring the online platform to explore 
different ways to plan events and journey 
linked to leisure activities (understanding 
social sight information, signs including 
shopping and travel).  

 

Maths Topics 

Maths for Design  Maths for Information  Maths for Leisure and Community  
• Students will learn and experience 

shapes, patterns, colour, space and 
design, all linked to the themes for each 
term. 
 

• Students will develop their skills in 
measuring weight, volume and length 
through a range of activities, particularly 
cooking as well as their abilities in relation 
to understanding different units of time 
and telling the time. 

• Students will learn and experience maps, 
travel and timetables and exploring 
money including the budgeting of money. 
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ASDAN Personal Progress English  
 

Reading  Writing  Speaking and Listening  
Developing Reading Skills  Developing Writing Skills Developing Communication Skills 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

• Share a text / story including bag books  

• Develop an  understanding of what is 
being read 

• Read for meaning; matching object to 
symbols, letters or words  

• Express preferences about a text or story 
 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

• Recognise that meaning can be conveyed 
by marks, symbols, signs or words 

• Communicate using marks, symbols, signs 
or words 

• Understand that images, signs, symbols 
and words convey information for 
different purposes.  

 

Through this unit  students will be developing 
their skills to: 

• Use words, signs, phrases, objects or 
symbols to communicate  

• Share ideas or preferences with others 

• Listen to and follow brief narratives 

• Answer simple questions about a range of 
personal information 

• Use short phrases and ask simple 
questions 

Making Requests and Asking Questions in Familiar Situations 
Through this unit students will be developing their skills to :  

• Make requests using own preferred method of communication 

• To ask questions using own preferred method of communication 
In the earlier stages of the continuum, learners will be asking questions and making requests making requests to familiar people. In the later stages, they 
will begin to ask questions and make requests to people that they do not know so well, or to people they may be meeting for the first time. 
 

Developing Self Awareness : All About Me  
Through this unit students will be developing their awareness of themselves as an individual and to : 

• Recognise what makes them individual  

• Express their individuality 

• Be aware of their relationship to others 

• Recognise how they relate to others 
 

 
 
 



Oak Lodge Curriculum 2019-2020 17 

Upper School (KS4) English OCR Entry Level  
Reading  Writing  Spoken language  

Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to read and understand non-fiction 
and literary texts. Learning is based on personal 
interest and contexts familiar to the student. 
Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on  developing skills for:  
• Identifying explicit information and ideas 
• Recognising facts and opinions 
• Inferring meanings 
• Summarising information 
• Using context to establish sense 
• Commenting on some language choices 
 
Students will be introduced to / read a range of 
non-fiction and literary text types, such as: 
• newspaper/magazine articles 
• letters 
• information/advice booklets 
• persuasive texts (e.g. 
advertisements, charity appeals) 
• reviews. 
• short stories/narratives 
• descriptive texts 
• autobiography. 

 

Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to produce informative and 
imaginative pieces of writing Teaching and 
Learning is based on personal interest and 
contexts familiar to the student. Where 
appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Selecting language which is appropriate to the  

form, audience and purpose of 
the task 

• Using the grammatical structures of simple 
Standard English 

• Using basic punctuation accurately and 
consistently 

• Accurately spelling commonly occurring, simple 
words. 

 
Students will be learning about writing an 
informative piece of writing. This could take a 
variety of forms including: 
• a letter 
• an advertisement 
• a personal statement 
• a speech 
• an information leaflet 
• an article 
• an opinion piece 
• a review. 

The spoken Language curriculum supports 
students to further develop their skills for 
contributing to conversations and discussion. 
Teaching and Learning is based on personal 
interest and contexts familiar to the student. 
Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Speaking audibly and comprehensibly 
• Engaging in a discussion or conversation 
• Attempting to structure conversation so that it 

is understandable 
• Selecting language that is appropriate for the 

situation and audience 
• Listening to the other person with attention and 

concentration 
• Understanding and responding to the ideas of 

the other person  
 
The discussion can take a variety of forms 
such as a planning exercise, a discussion 
of an issue of local or national interest 
or of the particular interests of the students. It 
could derive from a text that the students have 
been studying and will be linked to the  termly 
Literacy themes  
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14-19 ASDAN Personal Progress Maths   
 

Number   Measure  Shape  
Developing Number Skills  Early Mathematics: Measure Early mathematics : Shape 

Through this unit  students will learning about: 

• Recognising  the use of numbers in 
familiar context 

• Being  aware of numbers in given contexts 

• Engaging in activities related to counting 
in whole number s 

• Applying some of the counting activities 
and contexts to familiar activities such as 
setting out cups at break time, counting 
down days to a birthday or turn taking.  
 

Through this unit students will be learning about 
common measures. Students will be doing games 
and activities to help develop their skills to:  
Describing and comparing differences in size, 
lengths, heights, weights, capacities and volumes 
between two items, where the difference is 
marked (e.g. using words, signs or symbols for 
terms such as large, big, small, larger, bigger, 
smaller, long, short, tall, longer, shorter, taller, 
heavy, light, heavier, lighter full, empty, holds 
more than, holds less than, has more, has less) 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 

• Understanding that objects have names 
relating to shape and using some of 
these, albeit inconsistently  

• Recognising and selecting 2D and 3D 
shapes from a given collection and using 
familiar names such as circle, square, 
triangle, rectangle, ball and box, albeit 
inconsistently  

• Identifying and selecting shapes to make 
simple models, pictures and patterns 

 

Time  Money  Position and Sequencing 
Recognising time through Regular Events   Understanding what money is used for  Early mathematics: Position 

Early mathematics : Sequencing and Sorting  
Through this unit  students will be learning about : 

• Relating familiar events to times in the 
day 

• Relating familiar events to days in the 
week  

•  Relating familiar events to seasons in the 
year 
 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 

• the use of money 

• Identifying money from other items  

• Identify uses of money  

• Using  money in realistic situations 

 

Through these units  students will be learning 
about: 

• Investigating positions through activities  

• direction of  and use some familiar signs, 
symbols or words to describe position 
(e.g. inside, outside, above, below, front, 
back) 

• sorting data by a single criterion 
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Upper School (KS4) – Maths AQA Entry Level  
 

Component 1: 
Property of Number  

Component 2: 
The four operations  

Component 3: 
Ratio   

Component 4: 
Money  

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding of place 
value within whole numbers and 
will undertake calculations using 
mental arithmetic and using a 
calculator. Students will 
understand the terms odd and 
even, and rounding will be 
introduced 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
the four operations. Students will 
undertake calculations using 
mental arithmetic involving 
addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division. 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding of 
equality and basic fractions 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding 
and use of money. Students will 
learn through practical 
activities about the value of 
coins in everyday use in the UK. 
They will convert units of 
money and use a calculator to 
do simple calculations of money 
using decimals 

 

Component 5: 
Calendar and Time   

Component 6: 
Measure  

Component 7: 
Geometry  

Component 8: 
Statistics 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
12 and 24 hour time and of 
calendars and timetables in 
everyday use. Students will learn 
how to read digital and analogue 
clocks, including using roman 
numerals and learn how to convert 
between 12 and 24 hour times. 
They will also learn about days, 
weeks and months of the year. 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
measures. Students will learn 
through practical activities about 
methods used to measure length, 
weight and capacity using standard 
and non-standard units. They will 
begin to convert units of length, 
weight and capacity and learn how 
to read scales of measurement. 
They will also learn to compare 
temperature including temperature 
with negative values. 

This content aims to develop 
the student’s understanding of 
shapes, coordinates and 
directions. The student will 
learn about 2D and 3D shapes 
and their properties and they 
will develop an understanding 
of the size of angles, including 
right angles. They will also 
investigate reflective symmetry, 
nets of solids and use of 
coordinates. 

This content aims to develop 
the student's understanding 
and interpretation of simple 
statistical diagrams. Students 
will learn how to conduct 
simple surveys and then 
analyse and communicate their 
results. They will also learn to 
sort information according to 
set criteria. 
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Wednesday 
options

French 

Working in 
Freshfields' 

Cafe 

Carwash 

Hair and 
Beauty  

Craetive 
writing & 

journalism 

Dance 

Thursday  
options

Gardening  

Media 

Woodwork

Animal 
care

Local 
history and 
geography 

Sports  

Upper School (KS4) Options  
Upper school run their options on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons. Our options programmes aim to provide our 
students with opportunities to explore a range of vocational areas and to support them to further develop their skills, 
interests, aspirations and voice. As well as learning course specific skills, work related learning and problem solving skills 
are also embedded. Where appropriate, courses are either accredited through Entry Level Qualifications, Personal 
Progress or Personal and Social Development Qualification. At the start of the school year students are learning about the 
different options on offer to enable them to make an informed choice.  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Oak Lodge Curriculum 2019-2020 21 

Example Timetable Upper School (KS4) Timetable 
 


